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There has been little discovered on mortgage discrimination in 

Watauga County; however, through ongoing extensive deed 

searches, there has been evidence found of racially restrictive 

covenants in deeds and plat maps. 

The Villavue Subdivison In Blowing Rock

A racially-restrictive covenant was found in a Blowing Rock plat map 

of the Villavue Subdivision from July 7, 1947. 

ArcGIS StoryMaps

https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/arcgis-storymaps/overview
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The map depicts the Villavue development and specifies: “1. Each lot shall be used for residential 

purposes only, and shall be occupied and owned by people of the white race only.”

Esri, Maxar, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and … Powered by Esri

A current map showing the Villavue Subdivision

Most plat maps do not include much text or anything other than 

survey information, making this plot map unusual in that it explicitly 

states a racially-restrictive covenant. 

Annie B. Smith and Louis H. Smith obtained this land in July of 1945, 

and this plot map was the first map created to set boundaries for 

the Villavue subdivision. 

http://www.esri.com/
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However, this same map was redrawn a 

week later by a surveyor and did not 

contain racist language. Any deed that was 

to reference a plat map is directed to this 

map (right), and not the hand-drawn one 

containing the racially-restrictive 

covenant. 

The Daniel Boone Park Subdivision 

There is ongoing research highlighting the racially-restrictive 

covenants placed in various deeds from the Daniel Boone Park 

Image of the July 1947 plot map which explicitly states 

racially-restrictive covenant. 

The second plat for the Villavue Subdivision was created 

in August 1947. This plat contains no racists language or 

mention of Villavue being a racially restricted subdivision. 
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subdivision. So far, research has shown nine properties with deeds 

between 1923 and 1976 that contain racially-restrictive covenants. 

It should be noted that these properties no longer contain these 

covenants or racist language of any kind. 

Most of the racially-restrictive covenants of the Daniel Boone Park 

subdivision stem from an August 1923 deed of fifty-two lots 

between W.H. and S.L. Matthews to J.N. Davidson. The August 1923 

deed clearly states: "The grantee nor his heirs or assigns shall ever 

convey the same to any person or persons of African descent." 

August 1923 Deed with a racially-restrictive covenant. 

In research thus far, nine properties on Grand Boulevard have racist 

language and discrimination found in their deeds. The majority of 

the properties stem from the August 1923 deed discussed above. 

Below is a map of the eight properties.  
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Properties which deeds have a racially-restrictive covenant in the Boone Park Neighborhood.

August 1926 Deed for 524 Grand Boulevard

http://www.esri.com/
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September 1925 Deed for 455 Grand Boulevard

July 1975 Deed for 482 Grand Boulevard

While much has been uncovered over mortgage discrimination and 

racism in housing in Watauga County, research is still ongoing. The 

Villavue and Daniel Boone Park subdivisions are one small area of 

the county, and with more research into various neighborhoods, 

there might still be more to be discovered. 
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Research and Presentation were conducted by various graduate students from 

the Appalachian State University Public History Program: Lydia Biallas, Morgan 

Courtney, Chelsey Johnson, Ellie McCorkle, Clint Turbeville, and Pofue Yang. 


